
Writing Workshop Assembly & Small Group
Geared toward Grades 3–5

Maximum 1 assembly with 3–4 small groups/day 

Option # 5

Dana Perri Presents

Think...then Jump™

This workshop requires that two periods of school day be dedicated to the students’ 
involvement in writing. The teachers, along with Dana, will also need to participate 
in helping the students write and edit their stories. The workshop begins with an 
assembly. Dana reads from her books and then discusses the storylines, the 
author’s motivation and purpose. The next part of the presentation focuses on 
reviewing the essentials needed to write a good story.  All students will be given a 
writing guideline packet for their small group workshop. Dana will then visit the 
students in a small group setting to review the basics and conduct rhyming and 
imagination exercises to help spark their creativity. The students then will have the 
opportunity to write their own stories.  Dana and the teacher will assist and edit their 
work.  At the end of the day, the classes come together to hear 3-5 selected stories 
to be read aloud by the “authors.” The students then ask the newauthors what 
motivated them as writers.  

40 minute assembly to review writing elements, followed by 30–40 minutes 
of small groupworkshop with student writing


